The Hi | Mohai

T he zrmall village of Oberweid is situated armangst the picturesque Rhen mountairs of Serrmany and it wos here that Adof Helmmbald
ws born on the 15th Septernber 1672, son of a poor farmer.

As a young ran, Adolf atended aweaving school in Chernnitz, Sermmany and i wos here he receved his first fraining inthe
rnanufacture of tesdiles. He went on towerk for several tedile milk on the Rhine Rive, before deciding to refurn horme ta the little
vilage of Obenveid where he founded his own company, A Helmbold. Weoving Compary.

It wos ina rented premies that the fist mohair fabrics were rmanually woven. Adolf bought his first mechanical weoaving rmachines
between 1905 & 1910, The machines were second hand and driven by water.

It wos not long befores the first wool & rohair fabrics: rmanufactured by the Helmbd d company wens exported into neighbouring
countries o wall @ Germany: In 1910 the machines were comnverted to petrd engines sothat the quality and guantity of fabric could
be increosed. With support frornthe bank & personal funds, Adalff built his own weaving fadory in 1912 and with 8 nesw rmachines,
they were naw able to weove double plush fabrics [i.e. the mahod where 2 rolk o fabnic are weoved ot once).

Inthese early days they manufactured marny fabrics induding veketeen, Wool, Cotton & Mohair. They
had cutlets for their product all over theworld & even exported cooured printed plesh to Africa &
irnitation Persian Larnb fabrics to Canada.

During 1912 ta 1914, the whale of the Rhon valleywes connected ta eledricity and
theweoving rmachines became electricaly driven. it wos not long
however before Adolf Helrmbold was caled ta the Arry and served in
the active forces during Wior ld Wiar | ra 1% 15 to 1915, For the duration of
this period, the weoaving mill ceosed produdhion.

In 1935 Adelff Helrmbeld died and left hi business to his hwo sors
Luchwig & Karl, wheo continued rmanufaciuning plush fabrics
through the war years. it was duning this period that Mohair fibre
became impossible to get hold of and they irstead started
weaving arificial silk fabrics. It wos no ofil the end of World War Il that
they began re—manufaciuning rmahair AT Yy, aric, but also continued with
thesilk fabrics as they had become 7 € / ailar wwith the toy industry.

In 1242 Karl Helmbold died and this 1= g to un the company on his
own. As Eost (Samnany was under nit rule, he wos given only
lirnited rmanagerment res pensiilities. : difficult for the company o=
by the end of the 1950% the import of rnited by the government and
by the end of the 194 0% wos stopped n had to concentrate solehy
on the rnanufacture of arificial silk

DOOOOC

Onthe 15th April 1972 the Cormrmunis cibly took over the Helmbold factory, afte ars of being run and funded by
theHelmbaold farmily. In the fallowing e actured fabric but hod to conformto the g ents reguirernents. They were
forced to produce only synthetic plus e thrown oway and the expaience of the e EEs Wk ignored.

In 1985 Ludchwig Helmbold died. He died an ang strated man dusto the government's adic 1 the result of 2 generatiors under
oppresion of the communit state. The future o glnbold factorny did nat ook good.

Then came the fall of the Berlin Wall and with it ce again poesible. A restarting of
the Helmbdd weaving tradition in Cbemveid. | i=ltraud Neuber and her hisband
Manfred Neubert (both enginess], oganked op inment. Since January 1971
Helmbaod Ud hos been managed by Edefraoud Meubert wrrh ’rhesuppon of her SO0, Eta‘un & Burkhurd

They once again began to rmanufacture fabrics rmode frormn natural fiores eg. Mohaiy, cotton, wool, alpaca for the toy and clathing
induetries. The Helmmbold narme continues successfully and their fabrics are exported all over the warld. Adolf Helmbold would cerainly be
a very proud man today. Beany Cheap are the exdsiv e Agents for Helmmbold in Australia.
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